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All roads are vulnerable to the powerful forces of nature.  Whether 

it is hurricane, tornado, or volcanic eruption, Federal Lands works 

with Federal, state and local partners to coordinate funding, and 

assist in the design and construction restoration efforts to ensure 

public safety and restore critical access.  We administer the 

Emergency Relief for Federally Owned Roads (ERFO) Program 

to fund the repair or reconstruction of federally owned roads 

following a natural disaster, and also assist the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) as part of multidisciplinary teams 

deployed to assist with damage assessment and to provide 

construction and contract administration. 

Catastrophic flooding in Colorado’s Front Range in 2013 affected many state 
and county roads accessing national parks and forests.  Federal Lands deployed 
assessment and survey teams to assist the National Guard and Colorado DOT, 
and also provided engineering and technical support for repairs.  

Larimar County Road 43
Colorado

When Kilauea Volcano erupted in 2014, the lava flow began advancing towards the community of Pahoa.  Geophysical techniques and testing 
were used in advance of the emergency construction, to identify lava tubes and hot spots that mitigated risk of delay or injury and supported 
construction neccesary to maintain evacuation routes.

Hawaii Volcanoes National Park
Hawaii

deploying assistance
	 in times of disaster
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Superstorm Sandy in 2012, ravaged five National Parks on the East Coast: 
including the Statue of Liberty National Monument. 

Liberty Island was the site of particular devastation with damage to the main 
passenger pier and the work/emergency pier, the Federal Lands team imparted 
its engineering, environmental compliance, and project management expertise 
to meet the July 4th goal of reopening the Island to visitors.

Statue of Liberty National Monument
New York

Destroyed by Tropical Storm Irene in 2011, the Hastings Trail pedestrian and snowmobile suspension bridge over the Wild River is 
significant because of its relationship to the major corridor trail systems of the north east.  The new bridge, maintains the beauty of the view 
downriver and supports winter tourism activities, linking the economies of New Hampshire, Maine and Quebec, Canada.

Hastings Trail Bridge
White Mountain National Forest
New Hampshire
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Let us put our expertise to work for you

Building accessible and scenic roads that ensure the many national treasures

within our Federal Lands can be enjoyed by all. 

Joshua Tree National Park
California

For more information, 

please visit our website.  

flh.fhwa.dot.gov


