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3Data Source: 2018 NHTSA Traffic Safety Facts Annual Report Tables



High speeds
Multiple lanes
Long distances 
between safe crossing 
points / signals
Long wait times 

Credit: NACTO4
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Urban Arterial Streets:

● 4% of roadway miles
● 49% of pedestrian deaths 

2014-2018
● ⅓ of urban traffic fatalities 

are midblock on arterials
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Credit: OakDOT
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pie chart coming

Data: NHTSA FARS



Major Streets are Risky Places by Design
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Seattle (credit: SDOT)



Before

Location Speeders Speeders 
Over 40 

mph

Northbound 84% 4%
Southbound 82% 6%

Seattle (credit: SDOT)



After

Seattle (credit: SDOT)



Rainier Ave, Seattle
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Chicago (Credit: CDOT)



New NACTO 
Guidance

City Limits:
Setting Safe Speed 
Limits  on Urban Streets
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Recommended Maximum Limits for Urban Streets



Credit: SDOT



Speed limits on major streets should be set based on:
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How can 
States help?
Ask legislatures to let cities 
set urban speed limits.

Give cities the authority to 
do citywide speed studies 
instead of street-by-street 
studies.
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How can 
states help?
Let cities take the lead on 
urban streets, and put 
resources where the risks 
are. 



How can USDOT 
help?
Update speed limit setting practices through an MUTCD Interim 
Approval

Revisit signal warrants to focus on pedestrian network needs

Develop standards that set minimum accomodations for pedestrians in 
projects nationwide. 
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