Williams, Thalia (FHWA)

From: Williams, Thalia (FHWA)

Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 9:12 AM
To: 'Jouett, Adoraeu'; Ress, Vanessa (FHWA)
Subject: RE: GDOT Title VI Complaint

sood moraing,
i have reviewed your information yvou sent.

For future reference, please be advised that when the STA does not have jurisdiction, the FHWA has authomiy 1o refer
the complaint 1o the appropriate agency.

Since you have already nolified the complainant and referred the complaint to HUD, we will simply close out this
complaint.

Let me know if you have any guestions.

Take care,

. Thalia

2072-366-1595

From: Jouett, Adoraeu [mailto:ajouett@dot.ga.gov]

Sent: Monday, February 06, 2012 3:09 PM

To: Williams, Thalia (FHWA); Ross, Vanessa (FHWA); Ross, Vanessa (FHWA)
Subject: FW: GDOT Title VI Complaint

Good afternoon ...

| have sent to you attachmenis of what { sent 10 the complainant and what | sent to Mrs. Nancy Rivera- Wright{atanta,
GA) including the whole comptlaint file. She is the Civil Righis complaint intake person at HUD. Her number is §78-732-
2558, She is in the process of looking at this. Please contaci me if | have missed something or vou naed additional
information. | can send you & hard copy if the scans are not clear,

Thank vou,

Adoraeu Jouets
~ Title VI/ Environmental Justice Specialist
Georgia Department of Transportation
Oifice of EEO
404-531-1497
ajouett@dot.ga.gov

From: Thalia.Williams@dot.qov [mailto: Thalia. Willlamsédot.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2012 1:43 PM

To: Jouett, Adoraeu; vannessa.ross@dot.gov; vannessa.ross@dot.gov
Subiject; RE: GDOT Title VI Complaint




froes this mean that HUD has overall junsdiction and not FRWAT? I so, FHWA will need 1o close out the complaint and
refer it o MUD,

fhalia

From: Jouett, Adoraeu [mailto:ajoueti@dot.ga.qov]

Sent: Monday, February 06, 2012 1:22 PM

To: Ross, Vanessa (FHWA); Ross, Vanessa (FHWA); Williams, Thalia (FHWA)
Subject: GDOT Title VI Complaint

| am writing this email just to give you all a heads up. The Georgia Depariment of Transportation received a complaint
involving Title VI from FHWA on January 24,2012, The complaint stated that African Americans were denied notification
to bid on a streetscape project in the City of Valdosta, GA. After a bit of investigation and conversations with the
complaint, it turns out that that project is funded by the Cffice of Housing and Urban Development, ARRA and GDOT.
After talking with several GDOT project managers, GDOT is a part of the part of the project. However, GDOT won't even
let the project untit November 2013. So at this point there are no federal dollars from GDOT or even a DBE goal. The
federal dollars that are funding this project is HUD's section 3 program at this time which is a housing funded project. So
| sent out an acknowledgement and referral letter to the complainant. | also sent out the complaint and the referral
letters to the intake person for HUD's EEQ and Civil Rights Department. If you would like | can forward the letters to
you. | will also note this in our log. Please contact me if you have further questions or need addiotnal information.

Thanks!

Adoraeu Jouett

Title Vi/ Environmental Justice Specialist
Georgia Department of Transportation
Office of EEO

404-631-1497

ajouett@dot.ga.gov
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TITLE VI COMPLAINT
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT LETTER TO COMPLAINANT

February 3, 2012
In Reply To:
DOT #2012-0067-IN

This acknowledges receipt of your complaint of discrimination, dated October 13,2011, against the
City of Valdosta and Lowndes County Georgia. Y our complaint was received in the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) Office of Civil Rights on January 9, 2012.

Your complaint has been assigned to me for review to determine whether this office will
investigate the allegations you have raised under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. You
will be notified in writing at a later date regarding whether your complaint will be accepted for
investigation.

Pleasc be advised that no one may intimidate, threaten, coerce, or engage in other disciminatory
conduct against anyone because they have either taken action or participated in an action to
secure rights protected by the civil rights laws we enforce. Any individual alleging such
harassment or intimidation may file a complaint with the FHWA. We would investigate such a
complaint if the situation warrants. Any questions or concerns you have regarding the
investigative process and your rights can be discussed with the investigator.

Under the Freedom of Information Act, it may be necessary to release this document and related
correspondence and records upon request. Therefore, enclosed for your information are the
"Complainant Consent/Release Form" and the "Notice of investigatory Uses of Personal
Information" fact sheet. Please sign and date the "Complainant Consent/Release Form" and
return it to this office in the enclosed self-addressed envelope. In the event that we receive such
arequest, we will seek to protect, to the extent provided by law, personal information, which if
released, could constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy.

If you have any questions regarding the FHWA’s investigative process, please feel free to contact
me at 404-631-1497.

Sincerely,

Adoraeu Jouett

Title VI/Environmental Justice Specialist
Georgia Department of Transportation




Keith Goiden, P.E., Commissioner GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW
Allanta, Georgia 30308
Telephane: (404) 631-1000

February 3, 2012

Your complaint was received by the Georgia Department of Transportation’s Civil Rights Office on
January 24, 2012. We have considered carefully the information that you provided but the matter does not
appear to be in the jurisdiction of our office.

However, by the enclosed letter, we have referred the matter to the agency that is most likely to assist you, If
you have any questions, please contact the office of Housing and Urban Development at 678-732-2558.

Sincerely,

Adoraeu Jouett

Title VI/Environmental Justice Specialist
Georgia Department of Transportation
Office of EEO

404-631-1497

ajouett@dot.ga.gov




Keith Golden, P.E., Commissioner GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

QOne Georgia Center, 600 West Peachiree Street, NW
Atianta, Georgia 30308
Telephone: {404) 631-1000
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February 3, 2012

TITLE VI COMPLAINT
NO-JURISDICTION REFERRAL TO
FEDERAL AGENCY

In Reply Refer to: HCR-40
DOT #2012-0076

Adoraeu Jouett

Title VI/ Environmental Justice Specialist
Georgia Department of Transportation
600 West Peachtree St, N.W.

Atlanta, GA 30308

Dear: Mrs. Nancy Rivera- Wright,

The Georgia Department of Transportation’s (GDOT) Office of Civil Rights is in receipt of
_complaint dated October 14,2011. The complaint was received by our office on January 24,2012,

After reviewing the complaint, we have determined that the issues are not within our jurisdiction. The issues raised involve e

office of Housing & Ueen Development's Secion3 progam. - Therefore, we are forwarding the complaint to your office for appropriate

action. The complainant has been advised of this referral (copy enclosed).

Sincereiy,

Adoraeu Jouett

TitleVI/Environmental Justice Specialist
Georgia Department of Transportation
404-631-1497

ajoueft(@dot.ga.gov




Keith Golden, P.E., Commissioner GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

One Georgia Canter. GCO Wes! Peacntice Gtrest. NW
Atlanta, Georgla 30308
Telenphone: (4043 631-1000

February 3, 2012

THTLE VICOMPLAINT
NO-TURISDICTION REFERRAL TO
FEDERAL AGENCY

In Reply Refer to: HICR-40
DOT#2012-6076
Adoraen Jouelt .
Title VI/ Environmental Justice Specialist
Georgia Department of Transporiation
600 West Peachirec St, NLW.
Atlanta, GA 30308

Dear: Mrs. Naney Rivera- Wright

The Georgia Depatment of Trnsportation’s (GDOT) Offiee of Civil Rights is in receiptof

-ompiuin: dated October 14, 201 £ "The complaiinl was received by our office on Jaway 24.2012.

After reviewing the complaint, we have determined that the issues are not within our jurisdiction. The issucs raised involve e
offioe of Houwdng & Utban Desedopoas Section pogan. Therefore, we are forwarding the complaint to your oftice for appropriate

action. The complainant has been advised of this referral (copy enclosed).

Sincerely, o
Adoracu Jouett o
TideVI/Environmental Justice Specialist
Georgia Department of Transportation
403-631-1497
qjouettididonga gov

(s

S




Keith Golden, P.E., Commissioner GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Cre Georgia Canter, 60¢ West Peachiree Street. NwW
Atianta, Georgia 30308
Telephone: (<04} 631-1600
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February 3. 2012

T EV COVPLAINT
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT LETTER TO COMPLAINANT
{(i'time is needed 1o review the complaint;

[n Reply To: FICR-40
DOT #2012-0067-IN

This acknowledges receipt of vour complaint of discrimination, dated October 13, 2011, against the City of
Valdosta and Lowndes County Georgia. Your complaint was received in the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) Office of Civil Rights on January 9, 2012,

Your complaint has been assigned to me for review to determine whether this office will investigate the
allegations you have raised under Title VI of the Civil Rights Actof 1964, You will be notified in writing at a
leter date regarding whether your complaint will be accepted for investigation.

Pleasc be advised that no one may intimidate. threaten, coeree, or engage in ather disenminalory conduct against
anyone because they have cither taken action ot participated in an action to secure rights protected by the civil
rights laws we enforce. Any individual alleging such harassment or intimidation may file a complaint with the
FHWA. We would investigate such g complaint if the situation warrants. Any questions or concerns you have
regarding the investigative process and your rights can be discussed with the investigator.

Underthe Freedom of Information Act, it may be necessary to release this decument and related correspondence
and records upon request. Therefore, enclosed for your information are the "Complainant Consent/Release
Form" and the "Notice of investigatory Uses of Personal Information" fact sheet. Please sign and date the
"Complainant Consent/Release Form” and return it to this office in the enciosed self-addressed envelope. In the
event that we receive sueh a request. we will seck o protect. i the extent provided by law. personal inlormation,
which if released, could constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy.

[f you have any questions regarding the FHWA's investigative process, please feel free to contact me at 404-631-
1497 or ajouettaidot.ga.gav,

Sincerely. P I
Adoraeu Jouvetr. (4 {1 AL ;;:’} i
Title ViZEnvironmental Justice Specialist
Georgia Depariment of Transportation
Office of FEO




i Michaci (. €
Director

Equal Opportuniiy

Gicorgia Departnient of Transporiation
2 Capitol Square

Atlanta, Georgia 36334-0003

Al o
aaper

Dear Ms. Cooper;

This office is in receipl o'y compiaing ol
the Clity of Valdosta and Lowdes ¢
Title VEol the Civil Rights

Since the respondent uanmied in the complai
your office conduet an investigation of this
findings along with the investigative file,
regulation at Title 23, Code of Federal Reg
that no person in the U
excluded from participation in, be denjed (]
diserimination under any program or activi
from the Department of "ran

‘ounty,
Actof 1964 (Tiile V).

mited States shall, on the grounds of race, color,

ar Beply Refer Too oo
DOT 20000000

iserimination filed by

Fhe complaint raises 1Sues

agitingsg
may be covered under

Bl may be your sub-recipient, we are requesting that
complaint and provide us with your recommended

‘The Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA)

ulations, Part 200.9 requires assurances from States
or national origin, be
1¢ henedils of, or be otherwise subiected to

Ly for which the recipicnt receives Federal assistanee

sperlation, including the FHWA.

The Departiment of Justice has delermined that
al decision that cannot be deleg

violation, or no violation is a Foder
conduct Title VI investigations

of its sub-recipients or contractors

a dismissal of a Title V) comptaint, finding of
ated. State reeipients can
ardl make a recommended

finding to the Federal decisionn

uaking authority. All FHWA reci pients must submit (heir

proposed dispositions to FIHIWA for a final agency decision.

The complainant has bees notified of this referal (copy enclosec

1). I you have any questions

regarding this matter, you may contact Ms, Thalia Willimms of my staff at 202-366-1595,

Sincercly vours,
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Thu is inveferonee (o yone complaing of disesiymnation, dated O dober J3, 2071, 10 the
U.S Depaitoment of Justice ]/Ol; ihel ’ui forwarded your umqﬁ it 10 the UL, eparimient
of Transportation, Beparimental O fice o Civil 1 Ahts (OCR)Y on Doecembe S20, 2008, The

DOCR received yonur complint on b iy 3, 2017 and forwarded i @ (he 7 "iu al Highway
Adrunisteatior (1 PTWAY Office of ¢ .,.I\I!.fx!,‘f‘_,ill.\ for appropitate action. The l*‘il\‘\'&. Office of
Civil Righis received your ¢ OBt on dunoary 9, 2012,

Alter roviewing vour com frieind, wo have determined thist your allegations are avainst the
Georpia L““l)dlilnbm of Transportation’s (GDOT) sub-recipient. In accordanre with the
FHWA's vomplmnt Processing pmwduw-., your complaint has been forwarded to the GDOT for
investigaiion, ¢ GDOT will submit its findings to this office for review and i ssuanee of a final
agency dacision.

I ihis office can be of furtlier assistance to you or you wish to discuss this matter prioy 1o being
conlacted by the GDOT, please contact Ms. Thalix Williams of my staff at 202-366-1595.

Sincerely yours,

Warrén 5. Whitlook.
Associzle Adiministrator for Civil Righis




Sulrjeet: brasiing

Altneinnents: Cill of Valdos

Thalia,
Please proress as soon a5
Thank you.

Harpren

25 County Jan 2677
Fowndes Courdy Jan 2012 e
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Date: Januarys, 20312

PO 201 2-0067-TN

Exjersal Civil Righs Programs Division (3-33)

S

To: Warren Whilluck, Associate Administrator
Qffice of Civif Itiphis (HCR-1)

We are forwarding the atiached compiaint {0 your office lor appropriate action. The

complaint was received in our office fron; the Department of Justice on January 3, 2042,
The coplaingn, has been informed of the refemal io your office
{copy attached).

_aliegcs that black and small contractors and minori Ly busincsses are
Cing dsermimated sgainst because they are being excluded from participation in the

progiess of growth as well as being denied the benefity of upportunities of
advancement. e also alleges that they are being denied opportunities of employment
anel contracts to work on the Murtin Luther King Monument and Consiruction of the
Kings Corridor in their own communiiy,

Please provide a copy of the final disposition latter addressed to my attention. If you
have any questions about this referral; please contact me at (202) 366-5992.

Allachments (2)
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Januiary 5, 201

DOTE2012-0067-11¢

Dear

The U.B. Depariment of Transportation hos received your complaint against the v of Valdosta
and Lowndey County. The complaint was received in our office on J auniry 30 2012, from the
U.8. Department of Justice,

You alleged that black nud smail contractors, and Dinority businesses are being discriminated
against beeause you are being excluded [rom participation in the progress o growth and as wel!
as being denied the benefits of opportunities of advaucenent, You also allege that you are being
denied opporiunisies of employment and contracts to work on the Martin [uther King Monument
and Construction of the Kings Corridor in Your own communities.

We have iorwarded the materials you provided to the Federal Highway Adwinistration (FI WA
Office of Civil R ights, for its information. All further correspondence should relerence DOT #
2012-0067-IN and be addressed to:

Warren Whitlock. Associate Administrator
Office of Civil Righis (HCR-1)
Federal Highway Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, ST, Room [(§1-314
Washington, DC 20590

Thanks for bringing this matter to our aftention,

Stncerely,

\ .’lzzscph L. Austin, Associate Divecior
\‘ia::!cmui Civil Righis Progrems Division
¥

Depasincatal Ofiee o il Rigli




s

~ iy ey ey
Do 43857040

Wi Carrdlie B Bazeur

Direcioy

Departmental Office of Ciyi) Rights
Office of the Seevetury

ULS. Department of Vransportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Room W78-338. Mail Stop 8-30
Waslington, 1.0, 20500

Dewr Ms. Fazeur

Enclosed for vour revicw is a Jetior teceived by the Federal Coardination and
section of the Civil Rights Division of the 1.9, De
appear to be within the jurisdiction of our ofTic

Cowpliance
pariment of Justice. The matter does nes

However, the issues raised may [all within the jurisdiction of your ageney and, thereiore,
we are refering it o you for appropriate disposition. The writer has been notitied of the referral,

Thanlk you for vour assistance in this malter,

Sincerely,

ﬂ«fﬁftﬂ j‘lﬁdﬁ@d’é
Jﬁq Deeana Jang
Chiaf

Federal Coordination and Compliance Section
Civil Rights Division
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Yowr letier was received by the Federal Coordination and Complinnce Section of the
Civil Rights Division of the U 8. Department of Tustice. We have considered carelully the
information yon have provided, but the matier doas 1ot appear 1 be within the mrisdiction of our
uiiice.

However, by the enclosed lstier, we have referred the matter to he agency that is most
likely to assist you. 1f yon have any questions, please contact the 1.8, Department of
Transportaiion at (202} 366-4648.

Sincerely,

sl Fackich,

,J(ffx Decana Jang
Chief
Federal Coordination and Compliance Section
Civil Rights Division

Enclosure
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€. i we will not be able to reach you directly, you may wish to give us the name angd nhone
number of a person who can tell us how to reach you and/or provide inforinaiion about vaur
compial
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Mast recent date of discrimination: e Date D-13.20n

8. Complaints of discrimination must gencrally he filed within 180 days of the alleged
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you may request a waiver of the filing requirement. If you wish to request a waiver, please
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1i. The laws we enforee prohibit recipients of Department of J ustice funds from intimidating or ‘
retalieting against anyone because he or she has ojller taken gction or participated in action to '
secure rights protected by these laws. If you believe that vou have heen retalizted against

(separate from the discrimination elleged in #10), please explain the circumstances bolow, Be

sure to explain what actions you took which yvou helisve were the basis for the alleged retaliztion.
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15. tiave you (or the persen discriminated d against) filed the same or any other \,ump'amh with
other offices of the Bepartment of J ustice {including the Office of Justice Programs, Feders!
Bureau of investigation, etc. 3?7

s

Yes T Nao
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Telaphone Mamber: ()

frare of Filing:__ W R0 Agencyr

Yy oo N r F - “ - 2 g Pegn o /,-A
Briefly, what was the complaint about? flb&f‘-ﬁ@’--:ﬁ:%w?,a?mm A LS ;{v Lopme!
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What was the result? | zdiage oo fhee

L&, Have you filed or da you intend 1o file a charge or complaint concerning the matters raised in

this compiaint with any of the following?

U.5. Egual Empleyment Opportinity Commission

- US |
) :’@i@m State Court  waay oF Fa /e

Your State or local Human Relations /& ights Commission

Griavance or complaint office

17. 1f you have zlready filed & charge or complaint with an agency indicated in #16, ahove,

please provide the following information {attach additional pages if necessary):

Apgency:

Bate filed:

Case or Docket Number:

Date of Trizi/Hearing:

Location of Agency/Court:

Name of Investigatern

Status of Lose:

Commentls:

1




that the nianay o instigueiion YU sre
SHYEE Federal gaveinmeni, W you know of Ly rimant of Fustice
i cereceivad by the program or departinent in wiich the a) aged Gisoriniaation
cccuried, please pravide that information helm .

16.° We senunt
complant for

—rwa, atonnr it Sy

ﬂ)ﬁlﬁ_‘} ¥R &8

Flease feel free to add sdditional shees (o explain the present situntion to us.

We will necd your consent to disclose votr name, if necessary, in the course of any investgation.
Pherefore, we will need & sipned Consent Form from vou. (If you are filing this complaing for 2
person whom you allege has been discriminated against, we will in mast instances nead a signed
Consent Farm from that person.) See the “Matice about Investigatary Uses of Personal
information" for inforination ahout the Cansenl Farm. Please maii the completad, signed
Discrimination Complaint Form and Lhe signed Consent Form {nlease make one copy of each for
vour records) to:

United States Departmant of J ustice
Civil Rights Divisjon
Coardination and Review Section
Post Office Box 65560
Washington, D.C. 20035-6560
(202} 307-2222
TOD (202)307-25678

20. How did you learn that you could file this complaint? ;{;WO A ﬁc‘-ﬁf’»fa/

Aad /){." Sesedens 4




Yoy Manie

Comoiaint number(s i fif nowen)

e e e e e e ememer e

Please read the informotion below, check the appropriate box, and sign this formy.

thave read the Notice of Investigatory Uses of Personal Information by the
Bepariment of Justice (DO} ). As a camplainant, I understand that in the course of
an investigation it may become necessary for DOJ to reveal my identity te nersons
at the organization or institution under investigation. | am also aware of the
obligations of BOI to honor requests under the Freedom of Information Act, |
uinderstand that it may be necessary for DOJ to disclose information, including
personaily identifying details, which ir has gathered as a part of its investigation of
My compleine. o addition, | understand that as a complainant | am prolected by
DOL's regulations from Intimidation or yetaliation for having taken action or
participated in action to secure righis prolectad by nondiscrimination statutes
enforced by DOJ.

DINE LN IRELEAS &

TCONS BINY - § heve rend g wadiars bawd the above nforniciinn and erabfiorine
B0} Lo rewact my identily &0 persons o Yhe wsrgemizalion or inssitubion ardor
inves tiagotion, § herehy owthorize tha Depodaaont of §os e E3GE Y vo veceive

metensl and informeiion ahnesh e rasihient to the Hrves tigoution af Y Cosmipdoait,

This velease incluries, bui is ok Hmitoed te, pessonol records tod sedical records,

anders lomd that the mctesiol wnd Information will he ysed far autliorized vl rabhis

complionee and enforcemend achivities. | furkher undors tund St T esm not required
to autl:ovize this release, and da so woluntariliy.

CONS ENT DBENIEBS - bhove reerd gud suders toud the ahove tnfanmmion end do
ot want DG e reveod my idewtity to fhe argenization oy fats tikution wndaey
inves dpation, or ko review, receive copies of, or disoss migkarial end nfoumnaliog
shoul wme, perkinent to the inves bgation of wy compleing, § arelers omd this s B

ko dmpede the investigation of wmy complaint wadd may raswlt fn tho clos ure of 5
inves tigatins,

S/ + B

fre g
PEL LR N
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e sel v of power and the nature and cormposition of structu s must |

taken down. Thisis hn;..- fative that aus Jocal sconamy can meke turn taws rd a new begirming. ¢

the rnost visibie, problematic issues

v ofihs P nning fo b

I loew income

i

issues for conlracts nn a common grovnd nor Sectios-2When askod the s
businesses , and small certified YSER me‘n‘hwq témtthﬁy mrtmm ek ing wior
4

g project, ey tell us ihat the

. The city do not maeet thm standards of notification as to the core of the

rrahinui Mack

project, and we koow that the entire county is zone seclion-3.the piciure holrwa.- iswork an the Martin

Luther King Corridor and no biack contractors worked on this project.

fhe sarme as to when they built the Morument » Only white contractors gat the Benehit of.

ook tha o O G Oy o
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