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ELLIPTICAL CONCRETE PIPE COVER TABLES FOR H-20 LIVE LOAD
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NOTES:
1. Cover heights indicated in the Tables are for finished construction.

To protect pipe during construction, ensure the minimum heights of cover prior to
allowing construction traffic to cross installation are ¥ of the span or 3 feet, whichever is
greater. Extend cover the full length of the pipe. Extend the approach fill ramp to a
minimum of 10 times the span plus 3 feet on each side of the pipe or to the intersection
with a cut.

Standard minimum finished height of cover for all pipes is % of the span or 2 feet,

whichever is greater. In cases in which these cover heights cannot be achieved, an absolute
minimum finished cover height of 12 inches will be allowed only if all possible means to obtain
the standard height have been exhausted. Ensure minimum finished height of cover for pipes
under entrances and median crossovers is 9 inches.

For flexible pavement and aggregate surface roadways, measure minimum cover from the top

of the pipe culvert to the bottom of the roadway subgrade. For rigid pavement measure minimum
cover from the top of the pipe culvert to the top of the pavement. For all roadway surface types,
measure maximum fill height from the top of the pipe culvert to the top of the pavement.
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